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2.26.17       Exodus 24:12, 15-18 

 

12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will give you the 

tablets of stone, with the law and commands I have written for their instruction.”  

 

15 When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, 16 and the glory of the LORD settled on 

Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the seventh day the LORD called to 

Moses from within the cloud. 17 To the Israelites the glory of the LORD looked like a consuming fire on 

top of the mountain. 18 Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he stayed on 

the mountain forty days and forty nights.  

 

     Come up the Mountain, But Don’t Stay Here 

 

It is much easier to text someone than it is to call them.  You don’t have to say “hello.”  You don’t have to ask 

how they’re doing.  Within a matter of seconds you can say what needs to be said and hopefully find out what 

you need.  It is irritating to us when people don’t text or “tweet” or at least do Facebook messaging.  We claim 

that through this avenues of communication that we are “connecting” with people.  But the “connections” are 

very shallow and quick.  They aren’t personal.  You can’t see people’s reactions.  But most of us like it this 

way.  Like I said, it takes less work and more importantly less time. 

 

Notice how much time was involved when God communicated with the Israelites.  Moses sat on the mountain 

for six days before the LORD finally spoke to him within the cloud.  He was on the mountain forty days and 

forty nights.  God had a lot to say to the Israelites, it would take longer than a few tweets or text messages.  

God’s instructions in the Law would take a book.  They were in-depth and specific.  They would need 

explanation by the priests.  God told them to learn these laws, so the Israelites wrote them down and put them 

on their doorposts and even on their clothing.  This wasn’t meant to be a brief and light hearted relationship.  It 

was meant to be in-depth and personal.   

 

The way we do communication today - it reflects the way we try to do a relationship with God as well.  We 

don’t like the in-depth stuff anymore.  Tell me a cute little story about something, slap some Jesus on it, and 

we’ll be good.  Don’t try to make permanent commands of me.   Don’t make me memorize a bunch of Bible 

passages.  Don’t demand me to spend my time singing and learning His Word.  Don’t expect me to come to a 

Bible class.  Don’t even try to get me to come to a midweek service.  Don’t ask me to “join” a church or swear 

to be faithful to death.  Let me just give Jesus a “thumbs up” once in awhile, read a nice little post online, and 

we’ll be good.  It always has to be on our terms and our timing.  Anything more than that - forget it.  We will 

tell Him when we will do what we will do, and we will only do it when it is easy and comfortable for us.   

 

What a contrast this approach to God is when you compare it to what happened on Mt. Sinai!  God didn’t 

suggest they come for a nice comfortable devotion.  He gave them commands on stone!  This is not meant to be 

a democracy.  “I am your GOD,” says the LORD.  This is how this works.  You bow before me.  You come 

when I say.  You do what I say.  Don’t just do it when it works for you or when you want.  Don’t treat me like a 

picture on a screen that you can give an occasional thumbs up to.  For 40 days and 40 nights they were called on 

to sit and wait at the bottom of the mountain - for God to give His commands to Moses.  It didn’t matter how 

long it took.  They were to sit in awe of the fire.  This is how you live.  We are to live in constant awe of our 
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God.  That’s what we still try to reflect in our worship - to keep some semblance of holy respect to our powerful 

and holy God.   

 

That doesn’t mean to say that God wanted to only be thought of as the fiery God on top of the mountain.  Just 

prior to today’s text Moses writes about how God invited the 70 elders of Israel up the mountain to eat and 

drink with God Himself!   

Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up 10 and saw the God 

of Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement made of lapis lazuli, as bright blue as the 

sky. 11 But God did not raise his hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and 

they ate and drank. 

God is not only a fiery God of wrath who makes demands of His people.  He is also a beautiful and generous 

God who provides for His people.   

 

Some think that in order to have a relationship with God they have to climb mountains yet today - have a 

“mountain top experience” where they become one with nature and somehow come into direct communion with 

God by fasting and becoming a hermit.  Others think that they have to follow an elaborate system of sacrifices 

and prayer in order to ascend up the mountain.  (Luther was given such a system as a monk.)  The whole Sinai 

experience shows us that didn’t work for the Israelites and it wouldn’t work for us either.  They were too 

terrified to go up the mountain.  Moses was chosen as the representative who would go up the mountain on 

behalf of the people.  Then the Israelites started worshiping a golden calf before Moses even came down the 

mountain.   If we send a sinful man up the mountain to receive instructions from God on how to live, it doesn’t 

work.  We fail every time.  God is too holy and we are too sinful.   

 

Transfiguration switches things around.  In the Transfiguration God had already come down to us.  He took on 

flesh and was eating and drinking with us and healing our diseases, hiding His glory.  Jesus went up to talk with 

Moses and Elijah about He was going to do for us - and He wasn’t going to mess up.  Jesus was going to go to 

the cross to suffer and die under God’s wrath for the sins of the world.  When Jesus spoke with His disciples 

about this, the disciples didn’t get it.  They tried to talk Him out of going on His mission.  Moses and Elijah 

didn’t try to talk Jesus out of going to the cross.  They knew what Jesus came to do.  They agreed with it.  They 

encouraged Him on His pathway to death.  How refreshing this must have been for Jesus to talk about what He 

was going to do with people who GOT it.   

 

In the Transfiguration the holy God comes down from the mountain on a mission to die for the sins of the world 

- there we see the only way we can live.  Instead of listening to the holy God speak Ten Commandments from 

the top of the Mountain, we hear the holy God say, “This is my Son, whom I love, listen to Him.”  With the 

glory beaming from Jesus and the words of the Father we are reassured that Jesus is who He said He was - God 

made flesh.  The words of Jesus that we will hear during Lent will speak beautiful and comforting words to us.  

“Forgive them.  It is finished.   Because I live, you also will live.”    

 

It is interesting to note that after Moses went up the mountain, the following chapters talk about how the 

Israelites were supposed to build the tabernacle, the altar of incense, the table of showbread, along with the ark 

of the covenant.  God specifically designed a place through which the Israelites could make sacrifices and 

approach God through their high priest.  This dwelling with God wasn’t meant to be only at the foot of a 

mountain on fire, it was also meant to be in the middle of their camp through sacrifices and through priests.  
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God would be with them throughout the 40 years in the wilderness.  They could find forgiveness and mercy 

through the prescribed sacrifices.  He would be with them in the temple when they finally made it to the 

Promised Land.  They would remember His Word through the instruction of the priests.  But that was not meant 

to be permanent.  The ark of the covenant was captured and the temple was destroyed. 

 

All of that was foreshadowing the way that God would permanently dwell with us.  Instead of dwelling in a tent 

on the ark of the covenant, He would dwell in the flesh in the person of Jesus Christ.  Instead of sacrifices sheep 

and bulls through different high priests, God would come as the High Priest Himself and sacrifice Himself.  

God chose to dwell among His people hidden in the confines of a tent.  Here God still dwells with us hidden 

under the elements of water, bread and wine.  He comes to us with His body and blood and gives us our much 

needed forgiveness.  Here God still speaks to us through His Word - written down for us in the Bible - 

explained through sermons and Bible studies.  This is how God has chosen to establish a relationship with Him.  

We don’t have to climb up mountains or walk through wildernesses.  He dwells with us wherever we live 

through word and sacrament.  Instead of leading us up a fiery mountain He guides us through the valley of the 

shadow of death with promises of forgiveness and resurrection in Jesus Christ our Lord.  This way will 

eventually transfer us to the kingdom of heaven at the resurrection of the dead.   

 

Peter wanted that moment on the mountain to last forever.  He was enamored with the beauty of the scene.  

Even as he overheard Jesus speak about His departure, Peter still wanted to put up some tents for them so they 

would stay.  It wasn’t why Jesus went up the mountain.  He went up the mountain in order to climb up another 

mountain with a different fire.  It was a mountain of wrath and death - the one called Golgotha.   

 

We sit here today in contemplation of the two mountains.  We see Moses go up to see the God who spoke to 

him and receive His instruction.  We see God go up to speak to Moses and talk about His journey to the cross.  

Moses came down the mountain to find failure on the part of the Israelites who worshiped the golden calf.  

Jesus came down to achieve success at the hill of Golgotha.   

 

When you are given a preview of a movie, it is meant to tease your appetite - to want to see more.  Today we 

are given a glimpse of what heaven will be like as Jesus stands in beautiful glory.  It is only meant to be a 

glimpse -  a  temporary thing for our eyes to see - to remember who Jesus is - our divine God.   

 

Now it is time to go deeper - to get under the beauty of this momentary revelation.  Now it is time to see how 

deeply our God really loves us.  For the next 40 days - beginning this Wednesday - we will have an opportunity 

to dig deeper - to see the true depths of God’s love for us.  We will see how the glory of the Transfiguration 

pales in comparison the glory of the cross, because of what the cross means to us.  It means our sins are paid for 

and forgiven.   

 

Our simple command from the Lord is to “Listen to Him.”  Listen to Jesus as you head into the Lent season.  

He came to do more than say a few kind words to you.  He didn’t come to just have a few words with you via 

text.  This relationship with Him - it was never meant to be a simple smile here or a thumbs up there.  He took 

on flesh to live all of the laws you were supposed to live, die all of the death, and suffer all of the hell you were 

supposed to suffer.  He came to permanently dwell in you and own you forever.  This relationship is meant to 

be much more than 40 days.  It is meant to be eternal, for everything with our eternal God is eternal.   

 



4 

So I hope you enjoyed your time on the mountain and see Jesus in a glimpse of glory, but you can’t stay here.   

The best is yet to come.  Amen.   


